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29 OOO engmeermg
seats remain vacant

This does not include management
quota seats in private colleges

TANU KULKARNI
BENGALURU

The trend of engineering
seats remaining vacant has
continued this year too in
the State. Over 29,000 en-
gineering seats, of the total
77,500, are vacant. In other
words, 37% of the engineer-
ing seats in private, govern-
ment and aided colleges,
bagged by students through
the Common Entrance Test
or the Consortium of Med-
ical, Engineering and Dental
Colleges of Karnataka
(COMEDK) route have gone
unfilled

These figures do not in-
clude management quota
seats in private colleges. Of
the 62,000 government and
government-quota seats al-
lotted through the CET,
nearly 19,000 are vacant,
while over 10,000, of the
total 15,500 seats allotted
through the COMEDK route,
are vacant, Last year too a
similar number of seats
went vacant.

‘Losing its charm’

K. Rajinikanth, former prin-
cipal, MSRIT, attributed the
vacancies to the fact that en-
gineering was slowly losing
its charm. In his opinion,
placements even in good

colleges were not up to the
mark. Demand is likely to

reduce further in the com-
ing years, he said, and poin-
ted out to the fact that cur-
rently supply outstrips
demand.

“Several colleges with
low intake would have a
challenge even runningtbe
colleges.”

‘National phenomenon’

K. Mallikarjun Babu, prin-
cipal of BMS College of En-
gineering, however, said en-
gineering colleges were
facing a problem after the
advent of the National Eli-
gibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET) as many students
tend to give up their engin-
eering seats after getting
through medical and dental
admissions. “Vacant seats in
engineering colleges have
become a national phe-
nomenon; there is a need
for different stakeholders to
analyse this process,” said

Mr. Babu.

M.R. Jayaram, chairman
of the Karnataka Profes-
sional Colleges Foundation,
said there was a need for the
government to come up
with a policy decision to
protect the interests of col-
lege managements,
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800 engg colleges to be shut
down over falling admissions

Aditi.Gyanesh@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The All India Council for Techni-
cal Education (AICTE) wants to close down
about 800 engineering colleges across India as
there are no takers for their seats, and admis-
sions are plunging in these institutions every
year, AICTE chairman Anil Dattatraya Sahas-
rabudhe told TOL

There are approximately 150 colleges
which are closed down voluntarily every year
due to stricter AICTE rules. Accordingtoaru-
le of the council, colleges that lack proper in-
frastructure and report less than 30% admis-
sions for five consecutive years will have to be
shutdown, he pointed out.

Sahasrabudhe was in Bengaluru on Pri
day to inaugurate the ‘Green Hand’ sculpture,
signifying the pivotal role humankind plays
in preserving and nurturing the environ-
ment, at New Horizon College of Engineering,
Marthahalli

According to its website, AICTE has appro-
ved the progressive closure of more than 410
colleges across India, from 2014-15 to 2017-18.
Twenty of these institutions are in Karnata-
ka. A maximum number of institutions was

Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Ha-
ryana, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh have the
maximum number of colleges which have so-
ught progressive closure. Failing to survive,
private engineering colleges either seek pro-
gressive closure and ultimately shut down or
turn into polytechnics or science and arts col-

leges.

Progressive closure means the institute
cannot admit students to the first year in that
academic year, for which progressive closure

is granted; however, the existing students will
continue.

He also advised engineering colleges and
universities to revise and renew their sylla-
bus, which isthe major cause behind thefall in
the number of admissions and quality of edu-
cation they impart.

With the quality of engineering education
and balance in the numberof engineeringstu-
dents and their employability being big chal-
lenges, AICTE has introduced the plan for tea-
chers’ training. “Most engineering college
professors or lecturers are MTech or PhD hol-
ders. They don’t usually have experience in te-

will have to undergo six months of exclusive
and compulsory training so that they can tra-
in future engineers better. Existing engineer
lecturers have three years toundergo this trai-
ning compulsorily,” Sahasrabudhe said.

AICTE is also looking at making enginee-
ring students industry-ready so that they are
hired on time. From this year onwards, every
second-and third-year student will have to un-
dergo internship compulsorily so that they
are hired even before campus placements.

“Internship is the time when most stu-
dents are observed by companies and have a
fair chance of being absorbed. So it’s better to
be hired that way instead of depending on just
five minutes of interview at campus place-
ments. My advice to buddingengineers is that
they should be attentive and hardworking du-
ring internship,” the chairman said.

Addressing first-year BE students of New
Horizon College, Sahasrabudhe asked them to
take up green technology based projects. He
alsocalled for converting college campuses in-
to green campuses.
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Over 800 engg col

RASHMI BELUR @ Bengalury

OVER 800 engineering colleges
across the nation have been
asked to shut down from next
academic year. Following low
admissions over the past five
years, the All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE)
has asked these colleges to close
down and submit a report by the
second week of September.
AICTE authorities said col-
leges with less than 30% admis-
sions in the last five years have
been asked to close down. “We
have also given them an option
of getting merged with nearby

colleges,” said AICTE chairman
Dr Anil Sahasrabudhe. “The de-
cision to close down colleges
was taken after studying details
of intake at all colleges
across the country in the
last five years,” he add-
ed. While Karnataka
has 600 colleges, the list
of colleges asked to
shut down has not been
made public.

The listed colleges have been
asked to submit a report on
their choice of closing down or
merging with another college as
the change will be effective from
2018-19 academic year.

“This is one of the many steps
planned towards improving the
quality of engineering educa-
tion. Some institutions failed to

improve admissions and
«. hence we had to do take a
tough call,” said AICTE
authorities.
There are 10,361 engi-
neering colleges in the
country. Maharashtra
has maximum of about
1,500 colleges, followed by Tamil
Nadu (about 1,300), Uttar
Pradesh (1,165), and Andhra
Pradesh (about 800). Of the 37
lakh engineering seats, over 27
lakh have been lying vacant.

eges asked to shut down

Colleges
seek time

Some colleges in
the state have
requested the
authorities for at
least one more -
year to improve.
A representative
of a college from
Bengaluru said,
“We are trying to
improve the
admissions, but
as the demand is
less, we are
struggling.”
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| Mechanic engineering now
second most preferred choice

Hemali.Chhapia
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Engineering is
being revisited. Even as
seats in this professional
course are reducing across
the country (from 16.3 lakh
in 2013-14 to about 14.7 lakh
this year), mechanical engi-
neering seems to be emerg-
ing as the hottest pick in
times of uncertainty in the
IT and software industry.
While the allure of engi-
neering continues to draw
over a million young Indian
teanagcrs every year, its 70-
options undergo a life
cycle their own. Experts
say that industry growth,
which translates into more
jobs and higher incomes, is
what decides the path that
colleges and students take.
And many feel the sun is set-
tingon the computer science
engineering stream. While
25.44% of all students opted
for it in 2013-14, that has drop-
ped toaround 24 % this year.
Atthesame time mechan-
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most popular choice for four
years. While 20.22% of stu-
dents chose mechanical engi-
neering in the past four
years, that proportion has in-
creased to 21.6% now. Core
courses like civil and electri-
cal engineering are also ex-
pected to be top on the charts.

Although data from the
All India Council for Techni-
cal Education shows that

JHY:

engineering
is a great branch. One can fit
into a lot of industries after

T
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are called—IT, computer sci-
enceand electronicsand com-

From information tech-
nology to leather technolo-
gy, each of these courses
tests the ability of individt-
als to engineer a lasting im-
pression, maybe an innova-
tion, a new process, a fresh
thought. But generalized
courses are likely to be the
flavour for the coming few
years as several industries
seeadeparturefromtheold.

G D Yadav, vice chancellor

Hence,
science and mechanical engi-
neers will be an equal force in
the coming year,” he adds.
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800 engg colleges with low
enrolment face closure

BENGALURU: The All India
Council for Technical Educa-
tion (AICTE) may order
closure of 800 engineering
colleges across the country
next year in order to ensure-
quality of education in engi-
neering colleges. These are
colleges with less than 30%
enrolment of their capacity
for five years.

According to Anil D Sahas-
rabudhe, chairman, AICTE,
less than 30% enrolment re-

flected badly on the quality

of education in these colleges
and the closure wasinevitable
to ensure quality of teaching
at engineering colleges.
“The decision to close
about 800 colleges was taken
after much deliberation based
on the analysis of data of these
colleges in the last few years.
Students studying in these

colleges would be shifted to
nearby colleges that have suf-
ficient student strength,” he
said.

Infrastructure is inade-
quate, while quality of teach-

ing is not up to the mark in
these colleges, affecting the
learning process, he said.

Out of 10,363 engineering
colleges across the country, a
large number of seats fall va-

Ajay Devgn
is here to
steal the
show!
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cant every year. The number
of vacant seats in colleges in
Karnataka alone for 2017-18
is over 29,000.

Single entrance unlikely
nextyear

He said that there would
not be a single entrance test
across the country for admis-
sions to engineering colleges
along the lines of NEET for
medical course from 2018-19.

“The Class XII curricular of
all states need to be realigned
so that they are on par with
the NCERT syllabus before
theintroduction ofacommon
examination,” he said.

“Students will largely ben-
efit from the single entrance
test. Those who have per-
formed better in the test will
have the option of applying
toall good colleges across the
country,” he said.

Students in Karnataka

should write multiple exami-
nations to vie for a seat in an
engineering college at pre-
sent. The Common Entrance
Test (CET) ranking decides
admissions for government
and government-quota engi-
neering seats,

Private and deemed uni-
versities conduct their own
entrance tests.

Students are forced to ap-
pear for the Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE) for admis-
sions to the Indian Institutes
of Technology, National Insti-
tutes of Technologyand other
Centrally funded technical
institutions.

Managements of private
colleges allocate seats based
onthe Consortium of Medical,
Engineering and Dental Col-
leges of Karnataka (ComedK)
rank

DH News Service
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70 engg colleges come

under AICTE scanner

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Bengalury ~ What
Over 70 engineering colleges in the will do
state are now. under scanner. The All  pold surprise
India Council for Technical Education yisits to check
(AICTE) has asked the authoritiescon-  statys of
cerned in the state to conduct surprise  jnfrastructure
visits to these colleges to check their ~—————
infrastructure and submit reports ac-  Admission
cordingly. They have been asked to  details of last
look into the number of teachingstaff, five years
teacher to student ratio, the expertise e
of teachers, infrastructure and avail-  Faculty
ability of lab equipment. expertise and
Following reports of poor infra- eligibility
structure and poor admissions at these Lab
colleges, AICTE authorities asked the equipment
Department of Technical Educationto "~~~
constitute an expert committeeandcon-  Student to
duct surprise visits. An AICTE official  teacher ratio
said, “Whenlocal inspection committees @———————
from visit the colleges, the manage-  Results of the
ments know about it well inadvanceand  last five years
are prepared for the inquiry. But we need Campus
to know the real picture of colleges and placements of
that will be done by surprise visits.” last five vears
At least 20 colleges in the state have »
received closure notices this year. Al-
CTE has directed the managements to
either close the colleges for the 201819  Closures
academic year or to merge them with  8Cross
nearby colleges. country
“The colleges which have beenlisted ;T
for closure have had less than 30 per Chairman
cent admissions for the last five years. Dr Anil
The 70 colleges where surprise visits Sahasrabudhe
will be conducted also have had less recently said
admissions. Some colleges had 30% ad- that at least
missions for the last academic year 800 colleges
and their admission rate was 50%this u:anaa
year,” the official explained. m
The committee will also look into rected to
the results for the last five years. “Itis  Shut down. This
the responsibility of each engineering  Was following
institute to produce quality graduates ~ the less than 30
by providing quality education. Once  Percent
we get the report, notices will be issued ~ admissions for
to colleges which are not in line,” the  thelast five
official added. A majority of the250en-  Years. Of these
gineering colleges in the state are pri- 800 colleges, 20
vate or unaided colleges. are from

Karnataka.
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Noimmediate threat to BE colleges,

polytechnics with poor intake

¢

AICTE wants to close down courses, institutions having less than 30% intake

Jagadish Angadi

BENGALURU: Thereisatem-
porary respite for engineer-
ing colleges and polytechnics
from being shut down over
poor enroliment and low
standards.

The All India Council for
Technical Education’s (AICTE)
decision to close down colleges
or courses for these reasons
maynotbeimplementedinthe
academic year 2017-18.

Anil Sahasrabudhe, the
chairman of the AICTE, had
stated recentlythataround 800
colleges having less than 30%
enrollment for five consecutive
years would be shut down.

But H U Talawar, Director,

‘ Technical Education, stated

3 colleges wind up every year

On average, 2-3 colleges are shut down every year. Six
engineering colleges were closed in 2014 and two each in
2015 and 2016. Nandi Institute of Technology and Man-
agement Sciences, Bengaluru, and Prasanna College of

Engineering and Technology, Belthangady, Dakshina
Kannada, have obtained permission from the Visves-
varaya Technological University (VT'U) to close down.
“We conduct counselling at VTU’s regional office in
Bengaluru to re-allot the students to the nearest colleges.
In fact, students got better colleges after counselling,” K
Gayathri Reddy, Regional Director, VTU, told DH.

that a formal decision was yet
to be taken. The department
hasn’t received any communi-
cation about the matter. The
process of identifying the col-
legesand courseswillstartonly
after a formal communication
comes, headded.

Talawar said it was diffi-
cult to close down colleges or
wind up certain programmes
because the intake was linked
to the demand. “The demand
for various courses fluctuates.
The demand for Information
Science, Computer Science

and Electronics and Commu-
nication Engineering, which
were popular until five years
ago, has ecome down this year.
Civil Engineering hassuddenly
become popular,” he told DH.
“The fluctuating demand for
these programmes affects en-
rollment.”

Only less popular pro-
grammes would be closed, not
the colleges. In the rare case
of a college being closed down
for poor enrollment in all of its
courses, the department will
utiliseitsinfrastructure foraca-
demic purposes, headded.

Talawar, however, does not
foresee any programme be-
ing closed down. “The Central
government has announced
Digital India and Make In India
initiatives whichrequirealarge

AICTEtohear
colleges out

= Closure of colleges or
courses to improve students'
employability.

= Colleges want merger or
buyout by other trusts.

® AICTE to hear colleges out
before taking a final decision.
® Colleges with low standards
and offering low pay face
closure.

® Karnataka has 227 engi-
neering colleges and 296
polytechnics.

number of skilled engineers,
the wake of these initi
engineering program
remain invogue,”he

DH News Service
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AICTE waslts
closed pvt
institutes to
restart ops

Prakash Kumar

NEW DELHI: The All India
Council for Technical Educa-
tion (AICTE) wants owners
of closed private technical
institutes to restart their op-
erations by forming smaller

groups.

The higher education regu-
lator is preparing an action
plan to bring such institutions
on board so that infrastruc-
ture, including classrooms,
laboratories and other facili-
ties, created by them can be
utilised in offering students
“popular courses”in engineer-
ingand technology.

The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment’s renewed push for

skill development to make the
country’s youth employable
and promote entrepreneur-
shipis one of the major factors
behind the AICTE’s move as
availability of infrastructure
for offering such coursesisthe |
keyto the speedyimplementa-
tion of the skill development
ministry’s plans.

“We are discussing the
idea to see as to how such in-
stitutions can be brought on
board. Many private techni-

calinstitutes have been closed
down because they failed to
attract an adequate number
of suﬂewmm?lm hg:r:
institutes. | stil
buildingsandotherinfrastruc-
ture, which can be utilised if
the ownerscometogetherand

restart operations by forming

smaller groups,” AICTE chair-
glie{n Anil Sahmhldhetoid‘

He, however, clarified that
meMCT‘wallnotbeapumer
in such collaborations among
the owners of the closed in-
stitutes.

“They have to take a deci-
sion among themselves as to
whether they should come
together or not. We will only
encourage them to forge such
collaborations and bring in
some provisions in our regula-
tions to allow such collabora-
tions,” headded.

“If the owners of the closed
institutes come together, they
can start offering skill devel-
opment programmes along
with other technical courses
that are in demand,” the AI-
CTE chairman said.

DH Nwes Service
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300 private engg
colleges in K’taka,
TN set to fac_g axe

seasion. These institutions
wouldbeaskednottounder
take admission process for
any fresh batch as they had
less than 30% enrolment for
five consecutive years.
According to HRD sourc-
es, majority of the colleges
arefrom south-mainly from
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.
Quite a few private engineer-
ing colleges from Maharash-

© tra would also face close

down. The All India Council
for Technical Education has
asked all such colleges to
consider alternate options
like converting to science
colleges or vocational educa-
tion institutions.

As per AICTE website,
there are close to 3,000 pri-
vateengineering colleges of-
fering undergraduate
courses in India, with an in-
take capacity of 13.56 lakh.
Of these, there are around
800 engineering colleges
whose enrolment percent-
ageislessthan50%.

According to HRD sourc-
es, of the over 300 institu-
tions which would be asked
to close operations as engi-
neering colleges, over 150
have less than 20% enrol-
ment. According to the
chairperson of the AICTE,
the council has asked those
colleges with less than 30%
enrolment to work out alter-
nate options. Stating that
closing down the institu-
tions could also lead to prob-
lems for the institutions,

According to a senior HRD
official, another 500 engi-
neering colleges are under
the scanner for not being
able to fill up seats

professor Anil D Sahasra-
budhe, chairperson, AICTE
said: “We are deliberating
on the issue. Closure is an
easy option, but that could
also lead to many complica-
tions as they have invested
money, have bank loans.
Taking a holistic view, those
institutions which are bor-
der line cases may not be
asked to close down but they
will be asked to choose alter-
nateoptions on theirown.”

The Council would give
options such as converting
the engineering colleges to
science colleges, skill devel-
opment centres or vocation-
al education institutions.
Another option being con-
templated is merger of two
ormore similarly placed col-
leges facing closure due to
poorenrolment.

The matter will be final-
ised by end of December 2017
before the approvals are is-
sued to the colleges.

.
T T /
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AICTE to hold test for students
whose degrees were suspended

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The All In-
dia Council for Technical Edu-
cation (AICTE) has opened
registration of the students of
four deemed-to-be-universi-
ties for a test whose engineer-
ing degrees and diplomas
obtained through distance
education mode were sus-
pended by the Supreme Court
inarecentverdict last month.

“Thelast date for onlinereg-
istration of the students, will-
ing to appear in the test to get
their qualifications redeemed,
is January 15, 2018, till 5 pm,”
the AICTE said issuing a noti-
fication for the test.

Lakhs of students are ex-
pected to take the test who

obtained their engineering
degree and diplomas through
correspondence course from
the JRN Rajasthan Vidyap-
eeth, Rajasthan; Institute of
Advanced Studies in Educa-
tion, Rajasthan; Allahabad Ag-
riculture Research Institute,
Allahabad; and Vinayaka Mis-
sion’s Research Foundation,
Tamil Nadu between 2001-
2005.

SCorder

Ina hard-hitting judgement
on November 3, the Supreme
Court suspended the engi-
neering degrees and diplomas
granted by these four deemed-
to-be-universities to their stu-

dents between 2001-2005.

The court also directed the
AICTE to conduct a test, both
writtenand practical, for these
students, holding that the en-
gineering degrees and diplo-
mas of those failing to clear
the examinations will stand
cancelled.

Theapexcourtalso ordered
for “a thorough investiga-
tion” into the case by the CBI,
holding that the grant of ex-
post-factoapproval to the four
institutions cofrrespondence
course in engineering and
technology by the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
was “incorrectandillegal.”
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ts soon for

engg courses

AICTE appoints panel to notify ceilings

: Prakash Kumar

| NEW DELHL The All India

| Council for Technical Educa-
| tion (AICTE) has kick-started

;&pmossmﬂxmlnllmm

| and maximum fees for
engineering courses, and as-
signed the task to a commit-
tee headed by Justice (retd)
BNSrikrishna,

The move comes two years
after the council accepted
the recommendations of a
10-member committee —
headed by the same judge
— on capping the fees for en-
gineering, architecture, infor-
mation technology, manage-
ment, pharmacy and nursing

| courses.

But that committee had pre-
acnbedoﬂyﬂ\emaxlmum fee

Many techmcal institu-

Affordabié techmcal education‘

® Minimum and maximum
fee limits to be fixed for en-
gineering courses

m Deemed-to-be-universi-
ties will also come under the
ambit

® AICTE wants to check

eral states had fixed the mini-
mum fee limit in the absence
of guidelines from the AICTE,
official sources in the council
said.

“To address their grievanc-
es, the council has decided to
fix both minimum and maxi-
mum fee limits forall technical
institutes. The Srikrishna com-
mittee has been asked to make
fresh recommendations,” the
sources added.

The fee limits, to be noti-
fied on the basis of the panel’s
recommendations, will also
applyto the deemed-to-be-uni-

to versities that offer technical

ool vas

profiteering by private col-
leges

m Feelimits will vary from
place toplace

= AICTE will notify the fee
limits once the panel sub-
mits the report

plines, the sources said.

The AICTE had formed the
Justice Srikrishna committee,
asking it to prescribe fee limits
so as to check profiteering by
private institutions.

The council’smove followed
the Supreme Court verdict
in the TMA Pai Foundation
case.

The committee submitted
its report in 2015, prescrib-
ing varying maximum fee lim-
its for technical programmes
on the basis of factors wch
as tuition and devele it |
feesin tier-1, tier-1T and tier-

<

e 4 -
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RECEP']’IONS-INBILN!ANDMAI
A high-profile reception featuring stars is lined up in Mumbai
on December 26. Before that, the couple will host a

South Africa, where a Test serles starts on January 5.
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hmlen..

to at least relax the
| measures to close

‘down colleges.
MP Suresh C Angadi, who is
“chairman of Angadi Institute of

m Belagavi, said, “To
n to open a college,

one has to undergo hundreds of
. Shutting down col-
m has more procedures than
setting one up. My request on be-
half of all college managements
is to relax those measures.”

.+ According to the manage-
ts, if the procedure to close
colleges is relaxed, then it
d be easy for them to set up

or run another business in that
infrastructure. “If the closing
down procedures are easier, at
least we can run a hotel and re-
cover the revenue invested to
build the college,” said Angadi.
A representative of RL Jalappa
Institute of Technology said,
“The All India Council for Tech-
nical Education (AICTE) has said
that if the 30 per cent of seats in
engineering colleges are vacant,
then they can be closed down. But
1 feel that it should be 50 per cent
because it will help many colleg-
es. Most colleges are struggling to
run and there are vacant seats. It
would be helpful for colleges if
the closure procedure is easier.”



